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SF RMON 


Preached before the 
QUEEN. 


St. Luxe xvi. the laſt Verſe. 


@And be ſaid unto him, If they bear not 
Moſes and the Prophets, neither will 
they be perſwaded , though one roſe 
from the Dead. 


H E. Tormented Perſon in the Pa- 
rable, after he had in vain requeſts 
ed the leaſt degree of refreſhment 
for himſelf, and had underſtood 

from Abraham, that the Gulph was fix'd, and 
the condition of thoſe beyond it without re- 


medy ; begins chen in the next place to inter- 
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ceed for his neareſt , and yer ſurviving Relati- 
ons, his Brethren on the Earth ; the ſucceſſors 
to his large Poſleſſions, and Inheritors, as he 
fear'd of his Vices; thoſe who: fill'd his room 
inthe other World, and might too follow. his 
ſeps hither, and come into the ſame place z 
but whoſe caſe was not yet deſperate, and for 
whong a Petition, might be granted. He de- 
ſires that Lazarus might at leaſt be ſent to 
thernf, thoſe ro whom he might paſs, and they 
warned not to come into this place of torment, 

— This Requeſt, capable ct ſeveral interpre- 
cations, appears to lome, to be made our of 
the remains of that kindneſs and tenderneſs, 
which he might have had for his Houſe and 
Family, though wanting to Strangers and.this 
Lazarus. Others ſuppole him to conſider him- 
ſelf and his own Torments, that thoſe already 
intolerable, might not be yet increas'd, by the 
growing Guilt his ill Example might be till 
contracting on the Earth. But it may rather 
be imagin'd, that under this warning for the 
future, he couches an excule for the paſt; and 
would in{inuate , that what he deſires for his 


Brethren, he once wanted himlelf : That he. 


fell into that horrible Miſery for lack of Infor- 
mation.; and that his Lamentable Condition 
- delery'd 
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deſery'd therefore much moreCompaſlion,than 


he had beſought. 
So Abraham ſeerms to underſtand this Petition 


of the Rich Man, and to ſuch an Intention the 


Reply of the Patriarch is appoſitely ſuited. He- 


tells him firſt, chat his Brethren had thoſe al- 
ready, whom they may and ought to hear, 
however they may have been neglected; Great 
and known, and conſtant Monitors, Moſes and 
the Prophets. And then, when the ſame de- 
mand is ſtill urg'd, and an extraordinary Ad- 
monition inſiſted on, to be brought from the 
Dead, as that which in all probability muſt 
ſucceed : He again anſwers, that ſuch a Me- 
thod may be as Vain and Fruitleſs, as it is un- 
neceſlary ; and peremptorily puts an end to all 
further Diſcourſe and Expectation with the 
Words of the Text, If they hear not Moles and 
the Prophets, neither will they be perſwaded, though 
one roſe from the Dead, 

There 'is another more poſitive meaning, 
which the words may ſeem to bear at the firſt 
ſight ; That all poſſible Conviction had been 


already given by Moſes and the Prophets , and 


that one Riſing from the Dead, and particular- 
ly addreſs'd, would have no more to ſay, nor 


make any greater Impreſſion. But this cannot 
be 
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be well admitced : for who can doubt bait 
that ſuch a Perſonal Meſſage would have beeri 
a great addition of Eyidence and Information ; 
would have deſcrib'd the Torments and Joys, 
the Puniſhment and Rewards of the other 
World, not only more lively, but much more 
plainly, than they had been delivered by Moſes 
and the Prophets ? The other ſence therefore 
I now intimated, is rather to take place ; being 
of it ſelf forcible enough to ſilence the Petitt- 


on, or the Complaint, of the Perſon in the 


Parable : and which you may pleaſe to cone 
fider-as-it conliſts of theſe three Particulars ; 


The Firſt Abſolute, and that heightned by the 


Two following Reflections. 

Firſt, That the Notice already given was 
ſufficient to keep his Brethren from thoſe Tor- 
ments ;. and that-new and greater were unne- 
ceſlary, and not to be demanded. 

Secondly, . That it was not impoſlible, that 
the deſur'd Warning, if. granted, might be neg- 
leed as the other had been. 


And thirdly, Not only poſſibly, but very. 
probably, eſpecially. as his Brethren might be 


diſpos'd, it-would be actually ſucceſsleſs. 


Theſe three Particulars, I ſhall ſuppoſe to- 


make up the.intire meaning of the Texc, 
| The 
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Wu firſt, That the Notice already given 


was ſufficient, is the imply'd ſence of that part 
of Abrahams Anſwer, which ſends them to 
Moſes and the Prophets; and is, as we ſup- 
poſe, the foundation of this. | 
For as the Rich Man , from the ſtate and 
courſe of his former Life , might be apt to 
think, that his Family deſery'd the honour to 
be certified by an'Exprels, and was not to-be 
concluded by common notice : ſo, usd to ſu- 
perfluities, he might demand a larger propor 
tion of Inſtruction for his Brethren, than that 
which was to ſerve others , the yulgar ſort : 
an abundance of warning and Evidence, withs 
out whichithey could no more be inform'd, 
than they-knew how.to live without that ex- 
cels of wealth in which they had been bred. 
But here the extravagance of this his Requeſt 
is reſtraind, and reduc'd to its true bounds : 
He is told ;- That there is'a Competence of 
Knowledge,as well as of Fortune ; That Gods 
Providence had already afforded them a libe- 
ral ſhare of Inſtruction, enough for their occa- 
fions, and with which they ought to be con: 
tented, imploying it to its true ule ; That ſuch 
idle demands were infinite and impertinent ; 


That this ſort of Coyetoulneſs was not to be {a- 
B tisfhed 
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tified neither ; and that none more uſually 
call'd for more, than thoſe who had before too 
much. | 
It is indeed true, and the inftance is before 
us: The unequal diftribution of Worldly 
Goods , that ſets ſome in redundant Plenty, 
may. reduce others, and thoſe not the leaft 
deſerving, to want of neceffaries in this Life. 
And this diſproportion, we know, can no way 
better be reconcil'd to Divine Fultice, than by 
a future Diſcrimination, the Fudgment of the. 
World to come : which Judgment therefore, 
this Perſon and-his Brethren might have col- 
lefted, if only from a view of themſelves and 
that Lazarus. But that juſt Diſcrimination, we 
likewiſe preſume will be fo ordered', that 
none ſhall ſuffer in that day, by the unequal 
diſtribution of knowledge now ; nor be ac- 
countable for more, than had been before 
committed. Ir ſhall appear in the ſcantieſt 
diſpenſation of thoſe Talents, that aur Maſter 
is not hard, expefiing to reap where he bas not 
ſown, or to gather where he has not ftrawd ; that 
he'that had receiy'd- leaſt, enjoyed however 
enough to haye kept him from. that dreadful 
place. | 
That Man therefore lay. now. Tormented; 
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not for lack of Adyertiſement, bur Amention : 

nor for any failure of God, but for his own. 
Neither does he here beg, as Lazarus did here- 
tofore, for the ſupply of any real want ; he 
cannot pretend that his Brethren are under ne- 
ceſlity, or fo much as that they had been nar- 
rowly and ſparingly dealc with; to whom 
Providence had beeri fo bountiful, even in thac 
kind, in thoſe ftgnal and multjplied Notices, 
wherewith his Family and whole Nation were 
enrich'd above the reſt of Men. 

Had he and his Brethren been ſtrangers ts 
this Abraham, and never heard of Mofes and the 
Prophets ; yet they had not remain'd unin- 
form'd of the great Duties of Life, and thoſe 
for the tranſgreſfſion of which he now ſuffers. 
TheBeing to be acknowledg'd and worſhipp'd, 
had not left himſelf without a Witneſs, if theſe had 


never teſtified : the inviſible things of him,his Power | 
and Godhead, being to be underſtood, not fromthe 


Words of a Meſſage , but from the things that 
were made. The Obligations too of Tempe- 
rance. Juſtice, and. Charity, had been ſuffici- 


ently diſcoverd , from the Light of Reaſon, . 


and DiCtates of Humane Nature. The: Dis 
Etates I ſay of Nature, or the innate Notions 
of the Mind; taking leave to' nſe theſe words 
wes | B2- — in 
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in the common way of Speech, and as they 
ſerve to expreſs, that moral ſence, that diſtin - 
Etive faculty of Good and III, to which, acti- 
ons of Juſtice, and Beneficence,and Gratitude, 
are Natural and Delightful, and the contrary 
Diſtaſtful and Diſagreeable, by the frame and 
make of our ſpiritual Part. As Tafts, or Co- 
lours, or Sounds, are to the Palate, the Eye, 
or the Ear, by the Providence of God in the 
Fabrick of the Body: So is it that the work of the 
Law is written in mens hearts , as the Apoſtle 
phraſes it. Hence the Conſciences of the. Hea- 
then are inſtructed to accuſe or excuſe ; And ſo 
would theſe men have been. without excuſe, 
had they been without thoſe Notices from their 
Law-giver. The Commandment, of whoſe 
violation they ſtand guilty, needs no new De- 
claration now ; it was not neceſlary, it ſhould 
have been proclaim'd from Mount Sinai. Bee 
fore that day it was not hidden from. man, nor afar 
off : It was not in Heaven, that. he ſhould ſay, who 
ſhall go up for him to Heaven, and bring it unto bim, 
that he-may bear it, and do it ? neither was it beyond 
the Sea; (to ule Moſes's words, even concerning 
the unwritten Law :) It was not to be ſent 
from beyond this Gulph ; nor was it one of 
the ſecrets of Hell, or Heaven.. The Word was 
very . 
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yery nigh unto bim, in his Mouth, ab] in bis Heart, 
that he ſhould do it : It was what his own Heart 
conceiy'd to be right and juſt, and -whar his 
Mouth was ready to pronounce , at leaſt in 
the caſe of others. 

But beyond this, theſe were the Sons of 4- 
braham : He is call'd upon as their Father in 
this Diſtrels, and was heretofore their boaſt. 
His Faith , and his Hoſpitality , were their 
Glory ; and ſhould have been their example: 
From him they made themſelves a Title to the- 
Bleſſings and Friendſhip of Heaven ; and if 
they follow'd not his ſteps, what could they 
expect but itsEnmity and Indignation ? that Ins 
juſtice, Uncharicableneſs, and Luxury, ſhould 
be attended by the Fate of Sodom, and puniſh'd 
by ſuch Fire ? ſhould no more be reliev'd now; 
than they were ſpar'd of old, at 4brahams in 
portunate Interceſlion ? | 

And yet further , to paſs over the "TE" 
Revelations made to the Patriarchs, and which 
were to deſcend to-their Off-ipring, as their 
beſt Inheritance ; at laſt, from: the Mount, a 
general and wonderful Declaration was made, 
to which the Miracles of Zgypt had prepard, 
as thoſe of the Wildernels did atteſt. Then the 


Natural Law of. Mens Breaſts was TS. 
an 
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and exemplified by the hand of God, to be 
read in the Tables of Stone, and Books of Me- 
ſes ; no longer whiſperd from within,ia ſilenc, 


gentle Commands ,. but loudly and terribly - 


proclaim'd, in a Voice of Thunder, too au- 


dible not to be heard ; and at which they could - 


not but tremble, had the Earth Rtogd unmov'd ; 
the delivery of their Duty accompanied with 
horrour, and ſpeaking the dilmal conſequences 
of its negleCt. 

So did God himſelf continne to teftify to that 
Generation, by his Servant Moſes ; nor did he 
ceaſe to admoniſh their Poſterity by his Pro» 
phets : all whoſe Writings were tranſmitted 
down, receiv'd by the Jews, and read every 
day in rheir Synagogues ; ſtill denouncing Dt- 
vine Wrath apainft Exceſs, Rapine, Oppreſs 
fion and Unmercifulneſs, as the Rich Man may 
now too late remember. 

This Moſes and thoſe Prophets he had heard 
in the Synagogue ; his quality, no doubt, had 
preferr'd him to read them there. Well 5killd 
in the Law, itmay be, he was, and the Ora- 
cle of his Country ; a Zealot poſibly for his 
Religion, againſt the Samaritan , or the Hea- 
then : Bur fill he was'to learn to bear; he had 
not heard them to the purpoſe they ſpoke, and 
with 
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with. that attention which the importance and 


weight of the Meſſage requir'd : he had lent 


them the Ear, in manner, or for ſhow, but 
he had hearkned to the temptation of Pleaſure, 
or Propoſitions of Honour and. Gain. 

It may be he had heard them wantonly or 


maliciouſly ; to make mirth and deride, or to. 


cavil and -obje&t: Happy for ever, in his Jeſt ; 


and ſecure, if he could but doubt. The Re- 
port of fo many Miracles might have only 


caught him to demand one ; thathe ſhould be 


25 much conſider'd as his Forefathers, and have 
a wonder beftow'd upon him ; refolv'd not to- 


believe without Evidence of the firſt, hand, as 
great as he ſhould fanſite, or God could give. 
 Andit was rrue, that greater Didi 


have been given. If God had ſo pleagd, Faith: 


no doubt might have loſt its name, and be- 


come Science: The Godhead might have 
ſhin'd out like the Sun, and his Pleaſure as clear 


as the Noon-day. And fo the Body of Man 


might have been wing'd, been cloattvd, and: 


_ by Narure; endow'd with other Sences, 
as much ſurpaſſing our ſight, as that does the 
dulleft of the five; and made obnoxious nei- 
ther to Pain nor Death : and, as our Mind, 
might have been created incapable of Error, or 


of Sin. But + 
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But God is he that made us , and not we our 
felves. He is to preſcribe to us, not we to him : 
He not being accountable, for what he with- 
holds; but we, for what we have receiy'd. 
We are thankfully ro be-content with the day 
he has diſpens'd , with ſo much light as he 
holds out, and art the diſtance he has plac'd it : 
enjoying the direction, and not quarrelling at 
the Spots of his Sun. The proviſions for this 
Life, and for the other, are left to our Care, 
and recommended to our induſtry ; and Rea- 
fon is'given us to work out of that ſtock which 
is afforded us, whether Material or Intelle&tu- 
al, not only our Preſervation in this World, 
but our Salvation in the Next. - That Reaſon 
we are to make ule of, as we do-of ,our fight, 
thongh ir be limitted and obſcure, and ſubject 
to deception : not therefore becoming Brutes, 
becauſe we are not made Intelligent as Angels. 
And the Knowledge that God imparts of Him- 
ſelf and his Will, though not the Brighteſt, nor 
moſt Perfect, we are to lay hold on, and to 
cultivate , as proportion'd to our. Capacity, 
and ſufficient for the End ; not ſtanding upon 
Terms, and refuſing to perceive, becauſe he 
is-not pleas'd Mathematically to demonſtrate. 
God is not oblig'd, to act for us to the mcg” 
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of his Omnipotence ; but it is we who are 
bound in Duty to Him, to the utmoſt of our 
Endeayours. 

To complain of our Bountiful Maker, is un- 
juſt, and highly ungrateful : but to recrimi- 
nate upon him , and to charge him with our 
Faulrs, will be a very bold and a fatal De- 
fence; a Plea more guilty, than all our former 
Preſumptions ; and which will not prevent, 
but finiſh our Condemnation. Such an impus« 
tation as this, though covertly offer'd, Abra- 
ham in the Parable cut ſhort : a RefleCtion not 
to be born by the Servants of God, by Moſes 
and the Prophets. They had not fail'd to teſti- 
fy, and had diſcharg'd their Office : but theſe 
Brethren (may they ſay,) theſe for whom more 
Revelation is ask'd, what of their known duty 
have they done ? Do they act in proportion to 
what they have already from us ? Or do they 
live as Men, and ſuch as were indued with 
Reaſon ? Do they indeed deſire a clearer Evi- 
dence ? Or, for the ſake of their beloy'd Vices, 
do they not rather dread a convincing Diſco- 
very ? Thoſe who have negle&ed fo much 
warning, how little do they deſerve more? 
or to what purpoſe ſhould ir be given ? That 
Rich Man muſt confeſs, that all the Inſupport- 
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able Torment he labours under, he endures 
got for any Tranſgrefſion Involuntary, and of 
which he was not abundantly premoniſh'd : 
He had roo much warning give, him, and. 
therefore thole Coals of Fire are ſo heap'd. He 
daes therefore in truth make a very dangerous 
requeſt for_ his Brethren, and out oi fayour to 
them it may be deny 'd by 4braham.: More 
knowledge perhaps may only help to. con- 
demn them more ; and put them into a worſe 
place, . than that in which he himlelf lies. If 
Laxarns,added to Moſes and the Prophets, can- 
nat Perſwade them ; he will be join'd then on- 
ly to Teſtify againſt them. And chis is the Poſ- 
ſibility the Text imports in the ſecond place, 
and which we are now going to conſider. 

H. If they bear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither | Poſſibly] will they be perſwaded, though 
ene-r0fe, 8c. 

Shauld God be pleas'd to change his Des 
creed Methods, the Sacred Order of his All- 
wiſe Providence, for the fake of this Family ; 
to expole more of his Mercy and Goodneſs to 
ſuch unworthy Afﬀronts ; - ſhould Lazarus be 
content to leave the Boſom of Abraham, and the 
Happineſs of Heaven, to go once more upon 
the miſerable Earth, and to thoſe inhoſpitable 
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Doors : What aſſurance has this Perſon to 
give, that the Meſlenger ſhall be heard, or 
chat the Divine Endeavours ſhall not be again 
fruſtrated, and meet with another Repulke 2 
Will he ty caution for the ſucceſs, and anſwer 
for the expence of the Miracle ? Be contented 
that this Trial ſhould be made, and God 
tempted and wearied, at his further Peril? 
No doubt but thoſe of the Gentiles too that 
are in Hell, thoſe from 'Tyre or Sidon, who are 
guilty ofthe ſame Crimes, are condemn'd, in 
proportion to their knowledge, to the like 
Torment ; no doubt, I ſay, but thoſe, full 
of the ſenſe of their preſent Miſery , and for- 
etting the powerful influence of paſt Plea- 
Fins may likewiſe lament their own unhappy 


Lot, and vainly wiſh , that they had been 


bleſs'd with the opportunity of ſome more ex- 
preſs Information ; that ſome ſingle Prophet 
had beer addrels'd to their Fathers, with the 
leaſt yerbal Intimarion from their Maker ; had 
ſuch Revelations deſcended ro them , their 
Duty ſo clearly explain'd, and ſo movingly in- 
forc'd, how Attentive and Obedient {hould 
they have been, never certainly have cotne ih- 


to this Place. Amaz'd they may be at the Neg- 


ligence or Infidelity of thisJew ; and ſubſcribe 
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ro the Divine Sentence, that His Damnation 
is juſt. 

, But this Son of Abraham ſenſibly knows, how 
much miſtaken ſuch conceits are, and how 
little Extraordinary Advertiſements -and plain 
Declarations may be able to effeft. He can 
cell them , that not only the Light of Reaſon 
may be eſteem'd an Tonis Fatuus, and its di- 
Gates nothing but Education and Prepoſlcfſi- 
on, at leaſt be eaſily obſcur'd and over-rul'd : 
but that'other ſupernatural and clearer infor- 
mations may be entertain'd with the ſame Pre- 
Judices , tirr'd up at the ſollicitation of Mens 
Luſts or Intereſts ; may be alike neglected and 
thrown by, or cavill'd at, lighted and con- 
demn'd : that the paſt Revelations may be 
rurn'd into Fables,and the Preſent into Dreams. 
This Perſon therefore may eafily reflect, from: 
the Practice of his Nation, ' and his own Life, 
that newObedience is not always inferr'd from; 
new Notice ; and may himſelf beſt conceive, 
what ſort of reception Lazarys may find.. 
Whatever wonder on the Far, his Appear- 


ance may be, it will be none. there; ſhould. 
the Meſlage he brings miſcarry , much Dif- 
courſe and Niſpute may be rais'd. upon.it ; but 


And 


no Reformation follow. 
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And ſo might this Apparition be look'd on 
by the Friends of his Houſe, as a Phantome 
only and Illuſion, the ficknels of ſome Melan- 
cholick and diſtemper'd Imagination. How 
cana Man return again from the Grave ? And 
how came that Beggar to be ſent? Had Abra- 
ham no other ito take into his Boſom, and to 
imploy to his chiefeſt Sons? Let them not dil- 
grace their Family by ſuch an Ignominious re- 
port concerning their Brother , and brought 
by ſuch a. Meflenger. For it Angels and Spi- 
rits, in thePhiloſophy of thoſe times, had-the 
| favour to be allow'da Being ; yet what ſhould 
this be, but ſome wandring one of the Air, 
falſely pretending to a higherSphere : The old 
Vagabond, that: has no certain place of: Refi- 
dence now ; and comes -oiit of Envy or Mas 
lice, 'to haunt and diſturb the Happy... Some 
Banquet therefore, or other divertive Enter- 
tainment was to be provided, to:chear up this - 
Melaneholy.; ſome . niore real and better 
Company than a Ghoſt ; and- part of the ill-. 
got Riches to be ſpent in the defence of the - 
reſt, So very poſſibly. might this' returning - 
Lazarus -be no. more harkned tro now: when - 
Teſtifying, than before when Begging. 

: F ſide might this Viſion be minded after- 


wards, 
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wards, however regarded ac firlt ; the thoughts 
and apprehenſions of it, vaniſhing in ſome 
time, and following the ſhadow : 1o that if 
it was not reputed a Dream, yet it might pals 
away like one ; and the Image of it by degrees 
grow faint, and diſappear, effac'd by the con- 
ſtant force of other ſenſible impreſſions, from 
more agreeable and ſtill preſent objects. Scar'd 
his Brethren might be art firſt, and diſorder'd; 
but ar length recover, return to themſelves, 
and their old Courſe ; brought firſt to negle&, 
then to forget, and may bear laſt codisbelieve, 
even what had appear'd unto themſelves. © 
| Such effets as theſe, though range in ſpe- 
culation, yet are frequent in Practice ; com- 
monly. wrought , by our ſtupid addition to 
the Preſent, by [the charms of Pleaſure, - the 
careleſneſs of the Mind, and the willfullneſs 
of our Paſſions. And fo we know, that re- 
peated Admonitions from Friends or. Magi- 
ſtrates, and miſcrable or tertible 'Examples, 
are not of force to diſfwade ſome Men, from 
falling under the ſame Calamities, and incur- 
ring the like Condemnation. Notwithſtand- 


| Ing all that can be advis'd or proclaim'd, 


there are thoſe who will continue the ſame rui- 
nous Prodigality and Exceſs, and venture ups 
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on the ſame raſh and criminal attempts ; go» 
' Ing on gaily and unconcernedly, to loſe their 
Health, their Eſtate, or Life ; till they be- 
come at laft Examples and Warnings chem- 
ſelves, as little to be regarded by others, and 
as certainly neglected in their turns. 

The ghafthy ſight of a dying Friend, may 
chill our blood, and ſtrike ns with ſerious Re- 
flections ; 'make ſome change upon our Coun- 
tenance, and on our Minds ; but when we go 


back among the living World , we are ſoon 


engag'd inthe Faſhion of it ; quickly forget 


the Deceas'd, and our own Mortality ; again 


contrive and delign,as if we were left behindto 


continne here for ever. All Monuments: and 
Memento's ave ineffectual to the purpoſe they 
ſpeak : and' fo many going to the dead, can. 
not well perſwade us that we ſhall follow. 

Nay ſome there are, that have been. them- 
felves among'the Dead'; that in fome danger- 
ous Sickneſs have been io near this place, as 
to have had a lively view of it; and, inthe 
bitrernefs of their Soul, almoſt to have felt its- 
torments : and what firm Reſolutions do they: 
chen make? What ſolemn PMniſes to God, 
andto themſelves? which yet give place,when 
healch and vigour returns; the forgetful Crea» 

Wo ure: 
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ture relapſing in a lictle-time into his old fins, 
| and not having been perlwaded , no not by 


his own Convictions. 

 Inſomuch that if we ſhould ſuppoſe Abraham 
ro procure a greater favour for this Perſon,than 
he knew how to delire ; to take him out of 
thatiFlame, and ſet him again on the Earth ; 
not for ſome temporary care, while he is up- 
on a ſhort Errand ; bur for another Trial of 
his Obedience , and a new opportunity of des 
livering himſelf out of that intolerable State : 
Upon this ſuppoſition , impratticable indeed 


as he is told by Abraham, it would not however 


be impracticable to imagine , that this very 
perſon might by degrees fall into his former 
Errors, and ſlide into the Way that will bring 
him back into the ſame Place ; like ſome par- 
don'd Criminals, that are ſtill under Bonds to 
their old Vice, and ſoon deſerye a ſecond Sen- 
tence. So little therefore can this Man be 
confident of the ſucceſs of a Report upon his 
Brethren, that perchance his own Experience 
might not prove Warning enough unto Him- 
ſelf. . 

Were not M1Tnſtances of theſe difficult and 
anper[wafible tempers lo frequent in humane 
Life, innumerable might be brought from 

\ ſacred 
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facred ſtory : Pharaoh.nok [perſmaded byizar 
Miracles, and to be drown'd' by another : 
The Children of {ſrael, whoſe hardnels of hearc 
as much-exceeded his', as the- power of Moſes 
did that of his Magicians ; ; thoſethe Peculiar 
People of God, inform'd from his Mouth, led 
and fed by daily Miracles, and yer giving no 
Credence to his Word ; ' a froward Generation, 
Children in whom there was no Faith ; astheir Laws 
giver deſcribes them. To conclude, the Holy 
Books are full of Admonition; from God, . and 
of the Diſobedience of Men: Warning as from 
our Sins, ' and from any'great: hopes'of grows 
ing better by new warnings ; : for this too-is/4 
Leflon that _ be learnt from _ and, the 
Propheps/2 

»And thus we have en as afercion of he 
Text tobe ſo poſſible, that there'is:greatirea- 
ſon to proceed higher , and to-underſtandiir 
more poſitively ; as that which would genes 
rally happen in the World , and nay! very 
Probably be verified on thoſe Brethren”: the laſk 
and the full ſence of the Words. 

JI. Tf they hear not Moſes. and the Prophets, 

neither will chey be perſwaded, 8£c.' 

This IntraQtableneſs in many,” and Infide- 
liry to J/oſes and the Prophets, is not :oppes'd 


D particularly . 
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pancicularly co their Perſons, nor oply able to 
over-balance their Teſtimony : it is generally 
xeady to encounter the ſame grievous Com- 
wands, whoever brings them ; and ſtrong 
enouylf to repulſe another Meſſenger, Ir has 
learnt from over-ruling greater and more illu- 
frious Evidence , eafily to defeat this : and 
Lazarus muſt yield, where Hoſes and the Pro- 
phets could not prevail. | 
_ + The Miracles indeed of thoſe days are long 
paſt, and Moſes and the Prophets were Men of 
old ; {and ler us ſuppoſe them to be Antiqua- 
ted, ani.to aced this Reinforcement :) but the 
Hnbelicf of that tune was Humane, and Natu- 
ral, and has beca propagated to the preſent 
Age ; The Iſraelite, the crooked and perverſe | 
Generation, ill continues ; the wantonneſs 
andfrowardneſs of ſuch, as will not have God 
for their King. The Rich Man, # be inquires 
wiſely, will not ſay, that the former days were worle 
than theſe. There are the ſame: Diſpoſitions 
now, of whom the like may be preſum'd, and 
where Miracles would be beſtow'd in yain : 
Men whoſe underſtandings are darkned, and 
Conſciences ſear d ; who have already done 
that violence to their inward better part, that 
they are. grown Ioſcnſible. of any thing that 
| comes: 
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comes apainft their preſent Intereſt, and from 
another World : The advice to. the Sceptick 
would be falſe and viſtonary ;- dull and nauſe- 
ous, to the Man of Pleaſure; and tothe Man 
of Buſineſs , trifling and impertinent ; the 
Ghoftly Friend an Enemy to them and to their 
Deſigns, as unwelcome as Satan, and to be 
Exorcis'd. For ſtill it is, that choſe who have 
devoted themſelves to the Idols of this World; 
Pleaſures, Riches, or Honour, look upon all 
diſcourſe offer'd againſt their Deities as Blaſs 


phemy : accordingly they -throw duſt in the air, 
to blind their Eyes ; they ſtoptheir Ears, and 


cry away with it, running on with one accord. Theſe 
are properly ſaid to be dead in ſin, not-to be 
reſtor'd by any Remedy, however powerful 
and extraordinary, that works by moral force; 
whom God indeed may make ſenſible , and 
raiſe by his Omnipotence, as he may now re- 
turn Lazarus: but upon whom this Lazarw, fo 
remanded by Miracle, will not operate, except 


can confer Grace, fuch as ſhall not be reſiſted. - 

And chus there might be Sons of ffraban, 
of whom this Sentence might be true im its fe- 
vereſt meaning : and of choſe, this Rich Man 
mighc be one ; and he by it given co under 
Ep D 2 ſtand, 


he _ with him the power of Miracles, and - 
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Rand; that; he himalelt would not have been 
perlwaded by. the wonder he deſires ; and nei- 
cher. will his. Brethren be, thoſe of the ſame 
Family! and Mind. 

And ſo might the miſerable Jew fa well f- 
lene” d by this reaſonable and righteous An- 
ſwer, and he and his Brethren lefc without exs 
cuſe': ſuch as they ſhould alledge in carneft, 
and at the Day of Account ; not indeed with- 
out, ſuch excuſes as better deſerve that name, 
friyglous and falle pretences, rais'd by the lazy 
or the obſtinare,; childiſh pleas of affected Igs 
norance, and counterfeit Diſability , ſuch as 


| Godin his Government of the World will not 


conſider,, nor does any, humane. Magiſtracy 
admit. Juſtified, will.our Creator be in his lay; 
ing and Sentence ; and clear when he is judg' d, 
and when he judges., -. 

This _ of Abraham, grounded:upon 
Qbſervation of common Life, and the practice 
of the Jews , has been fince eminently. con- 
firm'd by the experiment of Chriſtianity. Our 
Saviour, = Brightneſs of God's and the ex- 
preſs. Image of his Perſon , has Fi You ht 


down Information to us , infinzeely Croat ng 
what was ſpoke to the Fathers by Moſes and the 
Prophets.: has laid. open to. us the World to 
|  _ come, 
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andiHell ; declar'd more of the Furure-Stace in 
this iagie/Parable,; than : was to -be read. in 
all rhete Writings to'-which :4braham refers. 
-Wharitoo is ſaid here to be denied, he did ef- 
fe&t ; and rais'd. one Lazarus. from the Grave. 
And when.-by. that refcue:ipf another from 
Death,” herthad only, haſtned! his own ;;:(His 
very Diſciples not ſo welb perſwaded by thac, 
and ſo manygther Miracles, asinor to. forſake ; 
nay to deny him) herwas: pleas'd»himlelf; co 
riſe from the:Dezd , finally to-inſtru@ and to 
warn Men.. This Goſpel he: Commiſſion'd 
choſen Men to publiſh, and impower'd them 
to:confirm .itwith Signs and. Wonders :. Mul- 
ticudes [oft his! Servants/ continually declaring, 
by: the zeal of the Lives and the conftancy of 
their Death, the truth of their Maſter's Reſur- 
redtion, /'and, their aflurance of their own. By 
ſuch evident Teſtimonies, the World -found it 
ſelf oblig'd. to admit -and to 'confels his Do- 
Erine : but neither is:it ſo perſwaded.- It bears, 
and pretends. to'believe;; but goes on. {till in 


its old courſe ; 'and lives ater che Vnchriſtian - 
manner: ſometimes it wams a fign, 'or an in- 


fallible Proponent, © or a fcientifick- demonſtra- 
tion; glad to know how to except and-object, 


and. 
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and reſoly'd not to obey : not to be fully per- 
ſwaded, it ſeems, ſhould all the Dead ariſe, or 
the whole Hoſt of Heaven come dawn. 

So true has this Affirmation of Abraham's 
ſince prov'd ; and (o little Faith has our Savi- 
our found : At his Death he left not much, and 
he makes it a queſtion; after , whether at his 
return he ſhall find any ; any proportionable 
to the clearneſs of the Meſſage , and to the 
Greatneſs and Dignity of the Reporter. The 
Event, he has not only intimated in the Para- 
ble, but foretold expreſly : neither is the: Re» 
velation he has made, diſparag'd, but verified 
| by it. We are not ſurpriz'd to find, that there 
are fuch who neglect or contradict. Theſe are 
thoſe of whom we have been warn'd , thoſe 
that will not be perſwaded; neither ſhould-any 
give themſelves the vain pleaſure, to think 
that they can diſgrace the Golpel,or diſappoint 
its Author : His word will certainly ferye, to 
the purpoſe to which ic was ordain'd ; and his 
honour is as ſecure as his Happineſs : It is the 
Unbeliever only who will ſuffer. | 


--'Fhe Notice: we have is ſo plain and eVI- 


dent, "that reaſonably and in duty' we cannot 
detnand mote: however more will not be 
granted. If the /izn of Jonas has not had any 


effect, 
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, 10 other « 6+" be viven, ;. nor any more riſe 
cill we our ſelves do to Judg- 


_ the Dea 
ment. The Book is ſcal'd, as the Gulph be- 
low is fix'd : and thoſe that will not be pre- 
vaild with by this method, they will not, rhey 


ſhall noc, by any other. If they will not heap 


Moſes and the rrong the San of. God ang. . 


his Apoſtles ;;. there will be oo furcher endea- 


your to perſwade them: If the Goſpel be hid, 


it is hid to chole that are loſt. 


| Make we uſetherefore of the aſt and only. 
Help; 5:4 greater than. which we carinor, we: 

rault noe,” hope for. Take we © lined: how we. 
delpiſe the Admonition:of him thas is Riſen- 


from the Dead;,” and gow 5. from Heaven ; w 
who will once more ſhake: not the- Eartb only ;. 
Maker, our Redeemer, and our Judge. 

This Life is-the time to hear the Directions 


of God, and to comply with his deſign for our 


Salvation + hereafter we ſhall be only call'd- 


' to hear his Sentence, and to confels its Juſtice. 


And then a knowing Age, will be the moſt 
improper to plead Ignorance: nor will a Chri- 


ſtian of this Country ,. dare to ſay,. that he 


wanted Notice. 
The Aſſertion - of the Parable concerning 


the Unbelief of Men, we ics how true and b 
at 
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a&t it ive21A8 ccally Fully d: _ che' Narrids 
part-beConeerning its Conſequence'and Iflue.i 
The perfwaded, and, the unperſwilded;i will .chen: 
have cheir diflerent:Porcions ; and: be f{eriar a/ 
Wide diſtance:: And we ſhall. ilkheccakeer be,in- 
the condition of this Unhappy Perſanz-of of 
that- Lazarus; - eicherC onifurted;, or Thrihented: 
- God grantthar, actording to chatiother.Pa- 
rable, 'our Improvement may. bez; in:propors 
tion to the number:ot our mulciplicd: Falents 2: 
ad that we-may. io hear all our: other-/warn- 
ings, care ehis- prelenc:Admonitian;; <that we 
bel band 5 wick! :Daichfudt pri ns inthe: 
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